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"I am the Resurrection and the Life; 
whosoever believes in me, though they die, yet shall they live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die." 
John 11:25 
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PURPOSE OF THIS BROCHURE 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. With believers in every time and place 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. These familiar words of comfort from A Brief  
Statement of Faith are the corner stones of our faith. We believe in a risen and 
living Christ. In times of death, Pines Presbyterian Church offers a ministry of 
presence, of shared loss and pain, of faith and hope in the power of the  
resurrection. The purpose of this pamphlet is to offer guidelines that we as 
Christians, and members of Pines, can follow when we must make decisions 
concerning a memorial service or funeral. 
 
 

THE SERVICE 
 
A most meaningful and appropriate funeral service is to have a private  
committal and burial as soon as practical after the person dies. Then the family 
goes directly from the cemetery to the church to be with loved ones and 
friends for a memorial service. Thus the memorial service becomes a  
celebration of the life of the deceased and an affirmation that he or she has 
joined our Lord Jesus in heaven. 
 
An alternative is to have the traditional funeral service in the church followed 
by a graveside service at the cemetery. In either case, the following guidelines 
should be observed. 
 
 
 
 

1. A funeral or a memorial service is a worship service. It is therefore fitting 
that it be held in the church of which the deceased was a member rather than 
in the chapel of a funeral home. 
 
2. The pastor of Pines is in charge of the service. Families will consult with 
the pastor before setting the date for the burial and memorial service. 
 
3. At Pines, one floral arrangement is appropriate in the sanctuary. As a 
courtesy to the family, if desired, the church will order flowers for the  
service. The charge will be $110. Other floral arrangements will be placed in 
the narthex or used at the cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family may ask 
that contributions be made to Pines Presbyterian Church or a worthy charity.  
 
4. The casket may not be opened in the sanctuary. 
 
5. The funeral service or memorial service is an occasion of worship and a 
witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Appropriate congregational 
hymns, instrumental music, prayers, scripture readings, and a sermon or  
other expositions of the word are appropriate. A good guide to funeral music 
is any standard Presbyterian hymnal, no secular music will be used during the 
service. Please remember that the service is to the glory of God and to thank 
God for the life of the deceased. 
 
6. The Pines pastor is in charge of any worship service. All elements of the 
service shall be approved by the Pines pastor. Music for the service shall be 
approved by the Pines pastor, in cooperation with the Pines music director. 
Military, fraternal, or civic funeral services, if desired, are held separately 
from the religious service. 
 
7. Any video tributes may be played before or after the service. 
 
8. Pines does not charge members for pastoral or musical services, although 
honorariums are acceptable. Pines pastors and musicians are all on regular 
salary; no fees are charged for officiating funeral and memorial services for 
church members. In addition, no charge is made by the staff for their services 
or by the church for the use of its building. Non-member fees may include: 
$200 for the pastor, $150 for the organist, $100 for custodial fees, and $100 
for our sound technician. 


