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Growing  

 

Upward,  

 

Inward,  

 

and  

 

Outward... 

        The Agape Offering    

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-lead movement of caring that is  

transforming the nation’s biggest weekend of football into a weekend of giving.  

Pines Youth, along with youth from across the US will be collecting money and 

canned goods to help end hunger.  Bring your donations to tackle hunger and  

poverty in our community.  Let’s change the game! Together we can turn the  

nation’s largest weekend of football into the largest weekend of caring.  

Please place your canned good and non-perishable in the collection box located in 

the Fellowship Hallway and the Narthex.  Monetary donations will be collected 

by Youth following the 9:30 and 11:00 am services.  Checks are welcome too 

with a notation of “Souper Bowl” in the memo line. 
 

 

Donations will benefit  

Fairhaven Food Pantry & 

Spring branch blessingS in a backpack 

 

 

 

Pines Youth invite you to the  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  

luncheon on  

Sunday, February 4
th.  

  

 
 

Youth will be serving SOUP following the 

11am service.  It’s FREE, however  

donations are welcome and will benefit 

Spring Branch Blessings in a Backpack. 
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Pines Family News 
Dear Pines Family, Happy New Year!  Thank you Hurricane  

Harvey Committee for caring and for all the love you have  

expressed to so many!  God is good.   Eloise 

REMINDER:  

Please  

remember  

to pay for  

the flowers 

you purchased 

in 2017  

if you have  

not already 

done so.   

Thank you! 
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Dia duit, 

 

Wondering what those two words mean? They are what some would call a traditional 

Irish greeting, meaning “May God be with you.” The reason for this greeting today is 

to introduce you to the Irish culture, and our Celtic Spirituality journey to Ireland and 

Northern Ireland. I invite you to join me, and others from the Pines family as we 

travel to the land of the Celts September 28- October 6, 2018. 

 

For years the Emerald Isle’s iconic sites and diverse and stunning scenery have made 

Ireland a favorite pilgrimage destination for inquisitive travelers. On our Irish  

pilgrimage experience, we’ll stroll through Ireland’s 6,000-year history, discover lush 

green landscapes, charming country villages, lively capitals like Belfast and Dublin, 

and enjoy the friendly locals. 

 

As we experience the land and the people, we will also learn about the rich history  

of  the Irish faith. Celtic Spirituality draws its inspiration from the earliest  

manifestation of Christianity in these islands – an offering which was also inspired by 

the wisdom of pre-Christian Ireland. In the prayers of the early church of these  

islands, in their passion and their practice of the faith there is a clarity, simplicity and 

wisdom that speaks directly to many of the concerns of our age. 

 

During our journey we will visit such places as the high crosses of Monasterboice 

and learn about early Christian monastic settlements and Celtic spirituality; we will 

make a stop in Kells where an early monastery produced the Book of Kells; our  

journey’s will take us north of the border to Armagh, considered the religious center 

of Ireland and home to two St. Patrick Cathedrals; Londonderry/Derry will be  

another stop and take a walking tour of the old walled city; we will pause in  

Downpatrick and the burial place of St. Patrick.  

 

We will visit these places and many more on our pilgrimage to understand and  

experience Celtic Spirituality. Final cost and itinerary will be coming very soon to 

This Week at Pines. If you are interested, please email me at andy@pinespc.org . 

 

Slán go fóill (bye for now), 
 

 

 

Andy 

mailto:andy@pinespc.org


Pines Kids Children’s Ministry at Pines 
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A Petting Zoo is coming to Pines on Sunday, February 18th! 
Mark your calendars now for Go Texan Day.  After church, we 
will have a BBQ lunch and there will be adorable animals for 
the children to pet and even ponies to ride! Please feel free to 
invite friends to this fun and special day. 

February Calendar of Events: 
 

2/4— Souper Bowl Sunday 

2/14—Ash Wednesday 

Supper  and Worship 

Service 

2/18—Go Texan Day.  

Join us for a boot-

scootin’ good time! 

 

Youth Happenings! 
Pines Youth Events 

Confirmation Class Meetings  

Feb 4th 1:30pm. Feb 25th, 12:15pm. All meetings in room C3 unless noted. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring Luncheon  

Feb 4th, Pines Youth are hosting the luncheon and will be serving soup following the 11am service.  Youth volunteers 

needed beginning at 9:00am in the kitchen. Serving and cleanup work will be complete by 1:30pm. Donations benefit 

Blessings in a Backpack.  
 

Lift-Up-In-Mission – Youth Missions Fundraising 

Feb 11, 12:15 to 2:30 – Mission trip youth training and planning in Youth Area.  

Feb 11, 12:15 - Parents complete mission trip applications in Café by front desk. 

Feb 25, during 11:00am service, Minute for Mission Presentation 
 

Conclaves – March 2nd – 4th @ Camp Cho-Yeh  

Return completed applications and $75 fee to Youth Mailbox.   
 

Mission Trip Info 

High School Trip - July 1st – 6th Local Harvey recovery work coordinated through Son Servants followed by  

Schiltterbahn trip.  
 

Middle School Trip – June 17-22nd. Reach Beyond Missions coordinated through the Presbytery. Fellowship event  

being planned. 

Pines Youth Celebrates! 
   We have begun the process to bring a new Youth Director on board.  

“And don't let anyone put you down because you're young. Teach believers with your life: by word, by demeanor, 
by love, by faith, by integrity…And that special gift of ministry you were given when the leaders of the church 
laid hands on you and prayed - keep that dusted off and in use.  Cultivate these things. Immerse yourself in them. 
The people will all see you mature right before their eyes!”   1 Timothy 4:12-15 



If you shop at Randall's, Kroger or Amazon,  

YOU can  help raise money for Pines Benevolences.  Here’s how: 

 

1.   Get a Kroger card & create an account at Kroger.com 

2.   Click on “Community” & “Enroll Now” 

3.   Enter Pines’ number: 81486.  Do this YEARLY! 

 

1.   Get a Randalls card and/or take your card to a  

   Randalls Courtesy Booth, fill out a form 

2.   Ask to link Pines to your card  with #2210 

 

1.    Create an Amazon account online 

2.    Go to Smile.Amazon.com 

3.   Click on “Supporting” & put in Pines Presbyterian    

                  Church                

Shopping = $$ for Pines 
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               HAPPY BIRTHDAY FUND! 

 

        What is it?   
           The Pines Birthday Fund was started in 2001.  People are 

                given the opportunity to give a financial gift to the church  

      equaling their “age” on their birthday, or to celebrate a friend or  

     loved one’s birthday.  

 

         How much did the fund grow over 15 years?    
    Over the years, the fund built up to over $50,000.   

 

   How was it used?   
                         In 2015, the Property Committee needed a large sum to remodel the hallway, fellowship   

                  hall, and the restrooms.  Rather than borrow the funds from a bank, Session and the Trustees  

  approved liquidating the Birthday Fund to help pay for Property needs. 

 

What is the current balance?   

The balance now stands at $1,440.  The Trustees and Session will make a decision at the end of each year as to how 

the funds will be used, or to wait until the fund increases.  

 

How can I participate?   
Pines members and friends can write a check to Pines for their “age” on their birthday, or to  

honor a friend or family member.    Be sure to note “Birthday Fund” on the check memo line. 

 

      MANY HAPPY RETURNS! 
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Session Meeting Notes 

Greetings From the Music Department 

The Session of Pines Presbyterian Church met on January 22 and January 28, 

2018.  Here are some highlights of the meetings: 

 

• Welcomed Karen McAllister; Ellen Gong, Brian Zhong and their children Hannah, 

 Zech and Avery; and Suzy and Chris Wolfe and their children Luke, Kristen, 

 Rachel, Caitlyn and Meredith to the Pines family. 

• Heard updates from the task forces established as a result of the New Beginnings 

 process: Youth Ministry, Worship, Communications and Every Member Out

 reach. 

• Approved the 2018 budget prepared by the Stewardship Committee based on sub

 missions from the other committees. 

• Set the date for the Annual Meetings of the Congregation and Corporation as  

 February 11, 2018, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

• Approved observing the Lord’s Supper at the Ash Wednesday service and holding 

 two services of choral music and scripture on Good Friday, one at Noon and 

 one in the evening. 

1) Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save 

that Thou art - Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, 

Thy presence my light. 

2)Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; I ever with Thee and Thou 

with me, Lord; Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O 

Ruler of all. 

3)Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and 

always: Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my 

Treasure Thou art. 

  
Be Thou My Vision, an ancient 8th century hymn text from Ireland is still 

meaningful for us today.  This hymn expresses a yearning for the presence 

and leading of God in our lives. 

The earnest prayer is enhanced by such tender phrases as “Lord of my heart, 

Thy presence my light, and heart of my heart.”  The hymn text states that 

when we allow God to have first place in our lives, He becomes our treasure, 

and we no longer care for the pursuit of riches or man’s praise. 

As we travel into February, Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of Lent,   

Be Thou My Vision is a wonderful start to our daily devotions. 

Blessings! 

Tim 

OFFICE SUPPLIES: 

Folks, in an effort to  

control spending and be 

frugal with the church 

funds, we are initiating a 

new policy regarding  

office supplies.  Should 

you need office supplies 

anytime in the future for 

your classroom or  

committee, please submit 

the form found on the 

counter behind the  

receptionist desk to  

Genny.  Genny will pull 

the office supplies you 

need and place them in 

your committee box or 

assist you in getting what 

you need and filling out 

the form.  Thank you for 

your help and patience as 

we move forward. We all 

appreciate your efforts to 

help.  



Date For Eight 
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Yes, we are planning to have Date for Eight this Spring. We have a new leader, Sharon Dotson, who will bring a 

lot of talent and energy to the job. Although, we are off to a slower start than usual, we are proposing some 

changes that will make it easier to organize the groups. 
 

First: There will be dinners in only 4 months this year: March, May, September and November. 
 

Second: Signups will start on February 4th for the March and May dinners. 
 

Third: Signups for the September and November dinners will occur in August. 

 

We hope to see you on February 4th to signup for a group of 8 people (singles or couples) to have a potluck dinner 

at a member’s house in March and/or May. 

Stephen Ministry 
The Bible is very clear that we will all go through times of loss, stress, suffering or loneliness. It may be some-

thing fairly minor, or a life changing event, but in those times it can be very helpful to have a trusted friend to 

walk with you and listen. Sharing your concerns with a trustworthy person can make a big  

difference in how you view your situation. Stephen Ministers are trained to be that trusted friend and are ready to 

come alongside in your time of need. If you are going through a rough spot, and would like to have someone to 

share your burden, call Barbara Retzloff (713 467 2234) and she will pair you with a Stephen Minister. 

The Witness Corner 
*I was on my way to Humble when my Tire Pressure Sensor lit up.  I've had false signals before and thought I might ignore 

it, but I got a strong feeling not to.  I decided  to get off at the next exit, check my tires, and Google the nearest Discount 

Tire.  But when I exited, there was a Firestone store!  In their parking lot, I found that I did, indeed, have a low tire.  The 

clerk easily found a 2-inch long split in it.  By the time they could get it up on a rack, the tire was  

completely flat.  I would never have made it to the nearest Discount Tire, 2 miles away.  I got a good tire on sale, and the 

service was excellent.  Thank you, Lord! 

Prayer Tools  If you want to deepen your prayers, then Pines has several tools you can use.  In the Adult Sunday School 

wing, we have a Prayer Room, with comfortable sofas, prayer shawls, Bibles, and low lighting to give you a tranquil space 

in which to pray. Our Prayer Garden and Columbarium, located outside behind the Sanctuary, gives you the privacy and 

beauty of a walled garden.  At special times of the year, you can walk a large Labyrinth in the Fellowship Hall or the Family 

Life Center, with candle light and soft music.   
 

And on any day, at any time, you may walk the small outdoor Labyrinth on the east side of the Fellowship Hall.  We will be 

including this new Labyrinth (which was built by Andrew Lade last year as his Eagle Scout project) in the coming months 

as part of holidays and special services.  It will be lit with luminaria on Ash Wednesday, February 14, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. 
 

Each of these unique places can ease your path to prayer.  Listen to God, as He calls you into conversation and communion 

with Him, and choose one of them as a meeting place with Him. 

The Labyrinth 



  Mission Current Events 

Agape Communion Offering 
The Greek word Agape is used in the New Testament to refer to a kind of love that is not necessarily a  
feeling but a motivation for action, a sacrificial love that voluntarily gives without expecting anything in  
return.  We are called to Agape love through Christ’s example, and we remember that example of sacrifice when we cel-

ebrate the Lord’s Supper  …bringing awareness of and participation in the Service and Outreach “outside our walls” 
ministry projects throughout the year, the Agape Communion Offering of small, tangible goods  
coincides each month with the celebration of Holy Communion. Families are encouraged to participate together in  
selecting an item to donate on the first Sunday of each month.  The Agape Communion Offering for 2017 benefited a  
variety of our Mission partners.  Thanks to everyone for all the generous donations throughout 2017.   

date organization item description 

1/1 The Mission of Yahweh infant care products 

Collected 1,017 diapers, 3,512 baby wipes, 
18 baby bottles, 20 sippy cups and 16 
bottles of baby shampoo 

2/5 

Souper Bowl of Caring - Kids' 
Meals Houston & Fairhaven Food 
Pantry 

nonperishable & monetary 
donations 

Over 400 non-perishable food items  
donated for Fairhaven Food Pantry and 
$1,149 cash donations for Kids’ Meals  
Houston 

3/5 Montrose Street Reach Ministry individual snack items 

Collected over 500 individual packages of 
snacks 

4/2 The Mission of Yahweh gifts 

Collected items for 35 Easter baskets for 
children & 75 Easter Bags for women  
residents 

5/7 Pines Vacation Bible School   
A wide variety of items collected for VBS - 
Rome:  Paul and the Underground Church 

6/4 Westside Homeless Partnership camp supplies 

11-duffle bags, 9-twin sheet sets, 7-twin 
size blankets, 5-rain ponchos, 10- bags filled 
w/ toiletries, 4-insect repellant, 10-non-
menthol shaving cream, 9-flashlights, 16-
summer camp care packages 

7/2 Sherwood Students cereal 
70 full size boxes of cereal for the children 
that live in Parktown Apartments 

8/6 Back to School Financial Support monetary 

$4,474 given to Sherwood, MAM & MOY for 
students back to school needs 

9/3     
collection did not take place due to  
hurricane Harvey 

10/1 Purse Project purses & toiletries 

75 purses were collected along with  
toiletries for women at Montrose Street, 
Sherwood and MAM 

11/5 Sherwood Christmas Store toys for Christmas Store 250 gifts for children ages birth - 13 

12/3 Westside Homeless Partnership 35 meal baskets 

green beans, corn, macaroni & cheese, 
dressing, gravy, bean, rice, spaghetti w/ 
sauce, peanut butter, jelly, cake mix, cookie 
mix 


